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Suggestions for teaching Signal Words – discussion worksheets

1. Oral reading with exaggerated prosody (expression)

Compose familiar, easy-to-read, concrete examples. You model reading examples with exaggerated expression (and gestures where appropriate), then ask the students to try it.  Talk about the meaning of each one. 

Although Edward is sometimes late to class, he is seldom absent.


Edward is sometimes late to class; however, he is seldom absent.


Despite being late to class sometimes, Edward is nevertheless making good 
progress.


[Translation: Edward is late to class sometimes (and you’d think that might be bad for him), but (I’m pleasantly surprised!) he is still making good progress.]

2. Fill in the blanks
Compose familiar concrete examples.  Don’t worry if some examples have several possibilities.  The important principle is that students be able to discuss and explain what their versions mean.

however
although 
therefore
despite

though

and


1. _______________ Kathy’s dog is a Pit Bull, he is very gentle.


2. Simon’s dog is a tiny Chihuahua, _______________he attacks strangers.

3. __________________ the fact that certain breeds of dogs have reputations 


for being gentle or fierce, every dog has its own personality. ________________,


it probably makes sense to judge each dog by its behavior.





Etc., etc…..

3. Sentence combining

Again, keep the topics familiar and the readability below their grade equivalent.  You supply short sentences and a list of possible Signal Words to use to combine them. Several combinations may be possible.  Again, the key thing is to make sure students can discuss and explain what they’ve written. You can start with examples they’ve already worked on.


1.  Edward is sometimes late to class.  He is seldom absent.

[Occasionally you can flip sentence order.] 

2. Edward is seldom absent.  He is sometimes late to class.


3. I have a German Shepherd dog.  He is a great dog.  There are times when I wish I had a Chihuahua – especially when I have to pick up after him!


Etc., etc., …  

